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GENUINE 


S there was nothing more in my 
Junior Days than what is common 
to moſt Youth, I hope it will ſuf- 


them my Parents gave me a libe- 


ſpared no Pains to cultivate my 
Mind to every good Action; and I dare thus far aſ- 
ſert, it had the intended Effect on me for all the for- 
mer Part of my Life, till within five Vears laſt paſt: 
Nor had I then ſtray*d from the Paths of Honeſty 


and Truth, had I not unhappily cultivated an Ac- 
quaintance with one Mr, P. —, of whom I 


ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak more particular in 
its proper Place; and which Intimacy was con- 


tracted by my being a Priſoner with him in the 


King's Bench Priſon, a Place where nothing reigns 
1o triumphant as Vice; and I could wiſh the Le- 


giſlature would find ſome other Expedient to miti- 
gate Affairs between the Debtor and Creditor, than 
a Gaol; And though it is an old Saying, that a 
Gaol pays no Debts, I dare venture to aſſert it is a 


A 2 very 


fice the Publick, that I acquaint 


ral Education, and on their Parts 


< T2 
very true one ; for if a Man had Abilities to make 
Satisfaction, he would never have gone there; and 
if it ſhould ſo happen (as I have ſometimes known 
it) that he has it in his Power, whilſt there, to 
pay his juſt Creditors, his Principles are then ſo 
corrupted, that he cares not to do it. 

As I before obſerved, my Parents ſpared neither 
Coſt nor Pains in my Education; as I being an 
only Son, and Providence having bleſſed them, by 
honeſt Induſtry, with a plentiful Fortune, they were 
the more willing to improve me in every Science 
that was neceſſary to qualify me for a Gentleman; 
as, whilſt a Youth, I had the Misfortune of break- 
ing my Back, I was thereby rendered incapable of 
doing any Thing that was hard. Juſt before I ar- 
rived at the Age of fourteen Years, my Father 
dying, my Mother thought, if I had no Occaſion 
to follow any Employment, a Trade would be of 
no Hurt to me: Therefore J was ſent for from 
School, and the Queftion put to me, and I had 

my Choice of what I ſhould like. Accordingly I was 
ſoon after put an Apprentice to a Haberdather of 
Small Wares in Fleet-Street ; and during the Time 
of my Apprenticeſhip I married my Miſtreſs's 
Siſter ; after which, my Miſtreſs and I not agreeing, 

we by Confent parted, which was about twelve 
Months before the Expiration of my Time. When 
that was expired, I took a Houſe in the Poultry, 
to follow my own Employment, where I lived for 
ſome Time in great Credit and Reputation: But 
Loſſes in Trade at length reduced me to a Com- 
miſſion of Bankruptcy, under which Commiſſion 
I fairly and honeſtly delivered my All. to ſatisfy my 
Creditors ; which was ſo greatly to their Satis- 
faction, that J obtained my Certificate in little better 
than three Months after; which when I had com- 
pleated, I was willing once again to try my Luck 
in Trade, as thinking I might poſſiby do better a 
{ſecond 


E22 

ſecond Time: Which, with large Promiſes of Aſ. 
ſiſtance, by Way of Credit, from ſome of my 
former Creditors, made me the more anxious 
about it. 5 OO oY 

I accordingly took a Houſe near Furnival”s- Inn, 
Holborn, and there fitted up a genteel neat Shop; 
which, by Credit, and fome Friends, I opened 
with a tolerable good Sortment of Goods ; and 
would my Creditors but have had a little Patience, 


till I could have been able to have turned myſelf 


about, I might have paid them, and to this Day 
been there in Credit and any uy But they had 
no ſooner given me that Credit, than they were 
for tearing me to Pieces for their Money : Which 
is but too frequently practiſed by many mercenary 


Tradeſmen of the City of London, ſome of whom 


1 could mention; but as I do not mean this to 
caſt any Reflections on any one, I will omit men- 
rioning particular Perſons ; though I cannot help 
adding, that theſe Sort of People are of more Hurt 
to the Publick in their Way, than a Highwayman 
or Thief; for young Beginners are generally their 
Mark, and, by artful Infinuations, they perſwade 
them to buy large Quantities of Goods ; which 
they have no ſooner got into their Shops or Ware- 
| houſes, but they begin to tear the Man to Pieces 
for thetr Money, often before one Quarter of the 


Goods are vended; and which, if not immediately 
complied with, and without an overgrown Fortune, 


is ſeldom in the Power of the Debtor to do, till 
at laſt, by their continual Threats of arreſting, 
(which if they cannot accompliſh their Deſigns 


without, they often do) the poor Man is then 


willing ro comply with any Thing they ſhall aſk, 
thinking thereby he ſhall ſtill be able to get over 
it; though, in ſhort, it is only driving off the evil 
Day for a little Time, and thereby involving him- 
ſelf in worſe Troubles, when he conſents to 
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grant a Judgment on his Effects, which is al his 
Creditor wanted ; for he is no ſooner poſſeſſed 
thereof, than he immediately executes it; by which 
Means he obtains all his Money, and the poor Man 
is inevitably ruined, having little, if any Thing, 
left for his other Creditors, the Judgment-one 
having got the Poſſeſſion of all his Effects, which 
are generally fold in theſe Caſcs for little more 
than one Third of the Value, and he obliged to 
go to a Gaol as a Satisfaction for the reſt of his 
angry Creditors 3 which, as I have before obſerved, 
ſeldom mends his Principles, but, on the contrary, 
gencrally proves his utter Ruin, and the Deſtruc- 
tion of his whole Family, they often being oblig'd 
to become burthenſome to the Pariſh. | 

In Length of Time, when the poor Man is 
utterly ruined, and the Attorney has done with 
him, (which he ſeldom cares to do till he has gone 
the Extent of the Law) he is at laſt let out of 
Gaol, without either Money or Friends left to 
help him; having, by the Length of his Confine- 
ment, outlived both of them. In this diſtreſſed 
Condition almoſt every one deſpiſes him, and few 
or none cares to employ him; ſo he. has no. Re- 
dreſs now left but a foreign Country, or the High- 
way, for a Support; both of which are of equal 
Hurt to the Community, as they rob us of. a 
Subject that otherwiſe might have been a uſeful 
one. 


J would not have dwelt thus long on this Part of . 


my Story, had it not been too much a Parallel with 
my own Caſe, both in the Poultry and Holborn 
alſo. As I am certain, and defy any one who knew 
me at that Time of Life, to aver the contrary ; that 
J never was either neglectful of my Buſineſs, or 
guilty of any other particular Vice, as might 
in me be the Occaſion of my Misfortunes. But 
as J have betore ors, my Creditors growing 

im 


71 1 
impatient for their Money, and I not having it imme- 
diately in my Power to comply with their Demands, 
was prevailed on to grant a Judgment on my Ef- 
fects, which ſtripped me of my All, and proved 
my utter Ruin. As it was the Means of my being di- 
rectly upon it, thrown into the King's-Bench Priſon 
by my other Creditors; and which, by this Misfor- 


tune, I was rendered uncapable to make them Satis- 


faction. 15 | 

I think my firſt being ſent to the King*s-Benth 
Priſon, was in the Year 1746, and from that Time 
may date all my Misfortunes that have ſince be- 
fallen me. It was in that Place I at firſt ſaw Mr. 
P——, and where I contracted that Intimacy with 
him, that has been the chief Means of bring- 
ing me to both Ruin, and Shame. I remain'd 
the beſt Part of two Years in this Place; and I 
think it was May 1748 before I got my Liberty, 
which, when I did obtain, I knew not what to do 
to get an honeſt' Livelihood. Not one of my own 
Trade, after my being ſo long confin'd in a Gaol, 
cared to take me-as a Journeyman, and I had not 


thenveither Money or Friends left, ſo as to enable 


me to go into Trade on my own Account. In 
ſhort, I was reduced to the loweſt Pitch of Miſery 
and Diſtreſs, even to want the common Neceſ. 
ſaries of Nature, and which at this Time oblig'd 
my Wife and I to part; not having it in my Pow- 
to maintain her as I could have wiſhed: And ſo far 


I'll do her that Juſtice as to ſay, ſhe deſerved a 


great deal more than I ever had Abilities to do for 
her, and I ſhould be ſorry the World reflected on 
her for the Errors I've been guilty off, as ſhe is 
more a ſtranger to them, than many other indiffe- 
rent Perſons. 3 "he 
During theſe unhappy Circumſtances, ' I was one 
Evening walking in Sf. James's Park, where I by 
Accident met Mr. Plapſtowe, dreſsd very gay, in 
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a Suit of rich lac*d Cloaths ; we accoſted each other, 
and after the uſual Compliments was paſs'd, he in- 
ſiſted I ſhould go and ſpend the Evening with him 
at a certain Tavern in St. Famess-ſftreet, I without 
any Ceremony told him I had no Money, but if 
he would treat, I would go with him. That was no 
Objection on his Side; and accordingly we both 
went, and ſpent the Evening very agreeably, having 
in our Company a very agreeable Lady, whom I 
found had met him there by an Appointment, We 
all parted about Twelve o*Clock, but not before I 
had promiſed to come and breakfaſt with him and 
his Lady at Chelſea, as the next Morning; he ha- 
ving then Lodgings at that Place, I accordingly 
went, where I found my Friend was attended with 
no leſs than two Livery Servants, and in very genteel 
Lodgings. I muſt confeſs I was greatly ſurprized 
at his Appearance, and Manner of Living; as any 
one might well be, that was as ignorant as I was at 
that Time. After Breakfaſt was over, he inſiſted 
on my ſtaying Dinner with him, and not know- 
ing at that Time, readily where to get one, conſent» 
ed to ſtay ; and after Dinner was over, we being 
by ourſelves, he took an Opportunity to inquire 
how Circumſtances ſtood with me. I ingenuouſſy 
related him the whole ; upon which, he proffer'd 
me the Loan of ten Guineas, and which I readily 
accepted on; being as Ive before obſerv' d, in great 
Want of ſuch a Supply. 

We kept our Correſpondence on in this Manner 
for near a Month; he not ſo much as ever men- 
tion'd to me all that Time, how, or in what Manner, 
he was ſupported; and as I was then obligated to 
him, it was not my Buſineſs to enquire into Particu- 
lars, This paſt on, as I have before obſerv*d, near a 
Month, when, one Morning, as I was at Breakfaſt 
with him, he told me, he ſhou'd have Occaſion 
for me to go into the City to a Gold Lace NPs | 
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Morning, before I was up, Mr. P 


_ every Thing proper for the Journey; which was 


[9 ] 


about ſotne Lace that he had ſome few Days 


before agreed for, and which he told the Gold 


Lace-Man was for Exportation, therefore he had 


order*d it to be brought down to the Cuſtom- 
Houſe, and that he ſhould be found -in the long 
Room. Now fays he, I don't care to go for it 
myſelf, but I wou'd have you go, and wait there 
at ſuch a Deſk, naming the Name of the Perſon 
who attended there; and when you hear the Lace- 


Man aſk for me, you muſt tell him you are Mr, —— 


Clerk, who was an eminent Merchant in the 
City of London; and as I found by Mr. P— 3 
he was an intimate Acquaintance of the Gold Lace- 


Man's, and tell the Perſon that bought the Lace, 


that he, meaning p , was at che Merchant's 
Houſe at Dinner, who he wanted me to repreſent; 
and that my Maſter had deſired me to fetch the 
Lace, and if he would go there Mr. P— 
wou'd pay him for it; and by which Scheme ſays 
P——, the Man will make no Scruple to deli- 
ver you the Lace, which when I had got, was 
to make the beſt of my. Way to Chelſea to him. 


I was not only greatly ſhock'd; but very angry at his 


Manner of opening this Affair to me, and at the 


fame Time I told him, 1 greatly wonder'd he 


ſhould attempt to draw me into ſuch villainous 
Schemes; and further aſſured him, that I would 
ſooner ſtarve than be guilty of any Thing like it 3 


therefore begg*d to hear no more of it. He ſcem'd 
much nettled at this Repulſe, and left the Room. 


ſeemingly in a great Paſſion ; nor did I ſee any more 
of him for above a Week afterwards 3 ; when one 
comes to 
my Lodging, and immediately coming up Stairs 


into my Bed-Chamber, he deſir'd I would get 


up, for that he wanted me to go out of Town 


with him for a few Days, and that he had prepared 
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to meet him at Hyde- Park-Corner in about two Hours 
Time; where he begg'd 1 would not fail to meet him 
alſo. I promiſed to be there ; and as ſoon as I could 
get myſelf ready, I went z where I had not been Jong, 
before Mr. P—— comes in a Phaeton, and a 
Pair of beautiful Bay Geldings in it. One Servant 
in Livery on Horſe-back with a led Horſe in his 
Hand, which I found was for me to ride on. 

We ſet out, and never ſtopp'd till we came to 
Salt- Hill, at which Place we agreed to tarry that 
Evening; and when Supper was over, I began 
to inquire of P-—— what Scheme he was up- 
on; he readily told me, that he purpoſed to go 
and pay a Viſit to a young Country Gentleman, 
whom he call'd by the Name of Agreſtis; that he 
had caſually contracted an Acquaintance with 
him at a certain Coffee-Houſe in London, and who 
had but then very lately come at Age to a plenti- 
ful Fortune, and had a Houſe within a few Miles 
of Oxford, to which he had invited p. to 
ſpend a Week or a Fortnight; that he wanted me 
to perſonate his Steward, and puff for him, (as he 
called it) that he had a large Eſtate in Warwick- 
ſhire, and he did not doubt, but the Journey wou'd 
pay us well, as Agreſtis was fond of Cards; and 


much more ſo of his own Play; and as a Bait to | 


draw him in, P=—— had ſuffered himſelf to loſe 
eight or ten Guineas with him a few Weeks before 
at a Coffee-Houſe in London; and that his Intent 
m this Viſit, was to get Agreſtis into Play, and he 
_ doubted not but he ſnou'd make a Hundred or two 
of him, and which if he ſucceeded in, I ſhould 
equally ſhare the Advantages, 

I muſt conteſs I did not rightly Stomach this, 
cruel Neceſſity was my only Temptation; and it is 
ſuch a Temptation as Human Nature is hardly im- 
power'd to reſiſt; and it was at that Time with 
great Reluctance that I was prevail'd on to W 
| 0 5 im 


— — — 


1 1 


him any further. But to my Story; I agreed on 
my Part to perform every Thing in my Power, 
and that nothing ſhould be wanting on my Account. 
Early the next Morning we proceeded on our 
Journey, and got to Agreſtis's Houle that Evening 
about Duſk, and was there receiv'd by Agreſt 
With a hearty Welcome. I took every Opportu- 


v4 Þ s*K 


where Mr. P 


vants, That his Maſter had been enquiring of him 


play little or much ; fometimes one, ſometimes the 
other was of the winning Side; and which was all 


Play, and which he affected one Evening; for I 
think he won in that one Night near Two Hundred 
Pounds, and for which Sum P——— had a 
Draught on a Banker in London, which was 
paid on Sigg. 

We continued there about a Fortnight in the 
whole, during which Time P-——— had fo ingra- 
riated himſelf into Agreſtis's Favour, that, not- 
withſtanding he had loſt ſo much Money with him, 
he was very unwilling to part with him: But as 
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Asgreſtis kept a good deal of Company amongſt the 
neighbouring Gentlemen, there might poſſibly be 
ſome one of them that knew him; which would 
ruin the whole Affair. I therefore adviſed P 
to be gone; which Advice he thought prudent 
to take; and the very next Morning he took 
| his Leave, and we ſet forward for London, getting 
off genteelly and with Honour, (Agreſtis never in 
the leaſt ſuſpecting any Thing) and with about two 
hundred and thirty Pounds, clear of all Expences, 
by this Trip. _ 
In our Road to London, a lucky Accident (as it 
turn'd out) fell in my Way; and I hope it will 
not be diſagreeable to the Reader to inform him 
thereof, At the Inn where we put up in the Even- 
ing after we had left Agreſtis's Houſe, after I had 
ordered my pretended Maſter*s Supper, I aſk'd the 
Landlord if he had no Room for me to ſet in, as I 
did not care to be in the Kitchen, nor was it pro- 
per for P-—— and me to throw off the Maſk 
till we came to London; fo I could not be with 
him. The Landlord told me his Houſe was all 
full, but if I would go behind the Bar, where 
there was only a young Gentlewoman, who was 
Aa Companion, or Waiting- Woman, to a Lady of 
Faſhion, and he believed my Company would not 
be diſagreeable. Accordingly I was introduced into 
the Company of a very agreeable Girl, not above 
twenty-one. We ſoon fell into a Diſcourſe, by . 
which I found that ſhe was going to London, tg 
prepare a Houſe for her Lady's Reception, who 
was ſhortly to follow. | 
We ſupped together; after which I ſo far pre- 
vailed on this young Gentlewoman, (whom I will 
hereafter call Servillia) as to ſing two or three 
Songs, which ſhe did very agreeably 3 and, as [ 
foiind afterwards, ſhe was allo an extreme good 
Judge of Muſick. We pas d the Evening very 
F ER LS agreeably, 


[ 13 ) 
agreeably, and parted at a proper Time for Bed 
and as I was willing ta be a little further acquainted 
relating to Servillia, I thought I might be informed 
by my Landlord about her, as he ſeemed before to 
have mentioned as much as if he knew her. 

After I had parted with her I went to my Land- 
lord, and we immediately to drinking; the Houſe 
being then very quiet, I had him entirely to my - 
ſelf. After two or three Healths had gone round, 
I gave Servillia's, as my Toaſt: My Landlord 
readily pledg'd it, which gave me an Opportunity 
to enquire further about her; and he informed me, 


that he knew her Father, and that he was dead, 


and her Mother married again; that the Lady 
whom ſhe then lived with, as being acquainted with 
her Parents, had took her immediately on the 


Death of her Father, (which happened when Ser- 


villia was very young) and had bred her up in 
her Service: But what was more to my Satisfac- 
tion, he alſo informed me, that ſhe had about five 
hundred Pounds in her Lady's Hand, which was 
left her by her Father. 


After I had got all I could out of my Landlord, | 
I parted with him, and went to Bed, determining 


within myſelf to have another Interview with Ser- 


villia. Accordingly I introduced myſelf the next 


Morning to breakfaſt with her, and in our Diſ- 
courſe 1 took care to drop ſome Words, by which 


| ſhe might know I intended to pay her a Viſit in 


London; but how well ſoever ſhe might underſtand 
me, ſhe ſeemed to take no Notice of it; by which 
I concluded it would not be diſagreeable to her. 


Having the Evening before got out of her where 
her Reſidence was in London, I took my Leave of 


her as ſoon as Breakfaſt was over, and? 
and I fet forwards for London, I ſtill being deter- 
mined to ſee Servillia again. 


We 
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We got to London that Evening, and immedi- 
ately went to P———'$s Lodgings, where I ac- 
quainted him of the Diſcourſe I had with Servillia 
om the Road, as alſo that I intended to proceed 
further in the Affair; which he ſeemed to approve 
much of, The next Morning I went into the Cit 
with Agreſtis's Draught, which I received on Sight; 
and as ſoon as I came back with the Money, we 

ſhared | it equally. 

I having now an hundred Guigezs in my Pocket, 
Was determined to have a Puſh at Serviilia, as ſoon 
as I could get myſelf ſome new Cloaths, which at 
that Time of Day I ſtood in great Need of, my 
former Neceſſities having obliged me to make away 
with a great many Things, By this Time P—— 
and I began to underſtand one another much better 
than heretofore ; and I cannot help obſerving (and 
it is what J have often reflected upon) that the great 
Succeſs J had in this firſt Enterprize of mine, join*d 
with s Generolity in the Affair, ſerved only 
as a Bait to draw me into worſe Snares; which I 
have too ſeverely experienced ſince. 

About a Week after my coming to London l 
went to pay & Viſit to Servillia, which I found, by 
the Reception I met with, was far from being 
diſagreeable to her. I let ſlip no Opportunity to 
ingratiate myſelf into her Favour; nor was 1 defi- 
cient in ſhewing her all publick Places and Diver- 
ſions the Town afforded, ſparing neither Pains nor 
Expence to gain my Ends; 3 and I muſt do her the 
Juſtice to ſay, that ſhe was very deſerving of any 
Favours the moſt accompliſhed of our Sex could 
confer ; and for the ſix Months that I lived with 
her, I enjoyed more Happineſs and Content than I 
have ever done before or fince : And had Provi- 
dence but ſpared her Life, I ſhould 8 avoided 
chis Infamy and Shame. 


Should 
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Should I enter ihto a Detail of every Tranſaction 
between Servilliu and myſelf, that alone would be 
ſufficient to fill a larger Pamphlet than this: IJ hope 
tit will ſuffice, that in about two Months I fo far 
= prevailed on Servillia, that ſhe made me Maſter 
both of her Perſon and Fortune: Ahd 35 I have 


before obſerved, we lived together for about ſix 1 
Months, when ſhe, by a Fright, occaſioned by a il 
Coach breaking down with her, miſcarried, which if 
was the Occaſion of her Death; ſhe being directly 
after it ſeized with a violent Fever: And I cannot 
help adding, nothing ever ſhock'd me fo much as 
the Loſs of her. gt 
Death had no ſooner robb'd me of my Servillia, 1 
but I began again to follow the Gaming-Tables, 
which I had never been at during the whole Time | 
ſhe lived with me, and they, in a very ſhort Time, 
ſtripp'd me of my Money: The only particular 
Vice I could ever accuſe myſelt of being addited 
to; and yet, I believe, no Man had ever worſer = 
Luck. I could wiſh the Magiſtrates, or their pro- fl 
per Officers, in whoſe Liberties thoſe deſtructive iq 
Evils are but too frequent, would be a little more if 
vigilant in putting the Laws in Execution againſt 
them. I would not have gone even thus far o 
this Head, was I not (by my own Knowledge, and 1 
a too fatal Experience) well convinced of the dan- l' 
gerous Effects of this too much faſhionable and ll 
growing Evil; and at the ſame Time (I am ſorry | 
to ſay) too much countenanced by thoſe Perſons. 
who ought to be the moſt ſtrenuous in ſuppreſſ- 
ing it. | | 3 
During this Amour with my Servillia, I receiv'd 

a Letter from my Friend , acquainting 
me, that he was apprehended 'on a Warrant, and 
committed to the Gatebouſe, Weſtminſter ; on re- 
ceiving which, I immediately took Horfe, came to 
London, (being then about twenty Miles diſtant) 
| and 


. 
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F 
tle Truth, I hope it will be in no Shape diſagree- 


Thread of this Narrative will convince every one, 


went into a certain Tavern in Holborn, and the Fa- 


— —_— _——— —— 


I cannot be quite exact as to the Time of this 
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and went directly to him at the Gatehouſe, On 
enquiring further into the Affair, I found he was 
committed there on Suſpicion of defrauding a 
Tradeſman in the City of London of the Sum of 
five Guineas, by a forg'd Note of Hand, payable 
to P- „or Order, and fign'd / K-—— 


As this Affair has been varioully re- 
preſented to the Publick, and I believe with as lit- 


2 


able, if I give a ſhort and true Account of it. I 
may be thought too partial, but I believe the 


that, at this Time, I have no Occaſion to gloſs 
over (nor would | enlarge) any bad Action Mr. 
P——— has been guilty of; ſome of which; 
within my own Knowledge, are too notorious te 
be juſtified. 


Tranſaction, (not being preſent at it) but I think 
it was about Jane, 17473 Mr. P caſually 


mily being juſt at that Time going to Dinner, he 
aſk'd if there was any particular Company; if 
not, he ſhould be glad to dine with them: He 
was anſwered, that there was only one Gentleman 
and a Lady; and, if it was agreeable to him, he 
might dine there. Dinner being over, this Gen- 
tleman (whoſe Name was Ä —) 
and 5 — fell into a very friendly Diſcourſe; 
P—— telling him, he intended to ſet out that 
Evening for Southampton, in order to be preſent at 
an Election, which was ſhortly to be at that Place, 
for Members of Parliament, F——— ſeemed 
inclinable to bear him - Company thither, if he 
could prevail on the Lady (who was then pre- 
ſent) to accompany them; and ſhe being a Per- 
ſon who had too great a Reſpect for our Sex to 
deny ſo ſmall a Favour, there was not much Time 
FEE loſt 
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Toft in bringing her into a Compliance. But ſtill 
they were at a Loſs, two Gentlemen and hut one 
Lady did not rightly ſuit them; but after a little 
Conſultation, this Lady (whom 1 will call Au- 
rellia) recommended an Acquaintance of hers to 


go with them, if agreeable to the Gentlemen: Ac- 


cordingly ſhe was ſent for (whom I will alſo call 
Veniſſa.) Veniſſa came, and as ſoon as the Thing 
was propoſed, as readily agreed to it. They being 
thus paired, agreed (without the Ceremony of the 
Parſon) to paſs for Men and their Wives, at leaſt 
for this Trip. The next Thing to be conſidered 
about was a Vehicle of ſome Sort, to convey them, 
in a genteel Manner, to their intended Port. A 
Landau and a Set of Horſes was thought to be the 
moſt genteel, as well as expeditious Manner of 
going; and accordingly one was directly hired, 
they being determined to ſet forward that Evening, 
thinking (as I imagine) they ſhould have more 
Opportunity to celebrate their new Nuptials. 
What further paſſed on the Road being not at all 
materia] in my Relation of this, let us now view 


them arrived ſafe at Southampton, where they had 


not been long, before their Extravagancies run 


them out of all their Caſh; and what to do, in 
order to repleniſh, . was now the material Point in 


Queſtion, The Coachman began to be dunning 


them for Money, towards defraying the Expences | 


of keeping his Horſes : The Landlord of their 
Inn did not forget to remind them of his Bill. 
Under theſe Difficulties, P caſually met 
an Acquaintance of his, whom he acquainted with 
their Circumſtances 3 and as an Inducement for him 
co ſupply their preſent Emergencies, he repreſented 
F. — as a Gentleman of a conſiderable Fortune 
Abroad ; and that, as he was willing to join in the 


Security for what Money they ſhould want to clear 


their Debts there, and carry them to London, there 
could 


— 
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could be no Hazard in ſupplying them : And it 
did ſo far prevail on the Gentleman, that he imme- 
diately lent them ten Guineas, P——— drawing a 
Bill for the above Sum upon Mr. F——— ; which 
Bill F „in the Preſence of ſundry Gentle- 
men, then and there did accept, by ſubſcribing his 
Name at the Bottom thereof; and alſo did then 
make a further Promiſe, that he would take care 
and fee it ſhould be paid. 

Upon their Arrival | - London, (that Aﬀair being 
thus ſettled) P applied to F——— for a 
Note of his Hand for five Guineas, which he had 
loſt with him at Billiards; F——— readily agreed 
to it, acknowledging the Debt to be juſt, and im- 
mediately ſubſcribed a Promiſſory Note of his Hand 
for the above Sum of five Guineas, payable to 
 P-——, or his Order, on Demand; and it was 

for this Note that P— afterwards ſtood indicted for 
Forgery, as I ſhall relate in its proper Place more 
at large. Every Thing being thus accommodated, 
they were enabled, with this freſh Supply, to dif- 
charge their Debts z which they did with Honour, 
and the next Morning ſet forward (with their La- 
dies) towards London; where they had no ſooner 
arrived, than they were again at a Stand how to 
get clear of their Coachman without Money, (they 
having none left to give him 3) and they effected it, 

by giving him a falfe Direction to their Place of 
Abode, and the moſt faithful Promiſes of their 
calling the next Day to pay his Maſter for the 
Hire; (which Promiſe, I believe, was the only 
Satisfaction the Owner of the Coach and Horſes 
ever got for the Hire thereof.) 

After this was effected to their Seife Aion, I 40 
not doubt but they and their Ladies regaled them- 
ſelves for a few Hours at a Tavern, and that Even- 
ing diſſolved their Marriage- Contract; each going 
at d parting to their reſpective Abodes. f 

and 
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and . agreed to meet the next Day at a Ta- 


ſettle their Southampton Journey: P—— did not 
fail being at the Place appointed, but F——— 
never came near him; upon which, early the next 
Morning, P went to enquire after F—— 
at his Lodgings ; where, to his great Surprize, he 
was informed, that he had. took all his Cloaths away 


from thence, unknown to any of the Family; 
and that they did not expect ever to hear of him 


any more. P—— finding himſelf thus outwitted, 
and. what was ſtill more vexatious to him, his be- 
ing. duappointed in the Expectation that he had of 
his being a Man of large Fortune (which, I believe 
he, till that Time, really imagined he was ;) this 
induced him to advertiſe F— 
ters of his Name, in the Daily Advertiſer ; not- 
withſtanding which, P——— never heard more of 


bim, till after he was apprehended on Suſpicion of 


forging his Note of Hand for five Guineas, which 
P-—————= had.obtained in the Manner I have before 


related; which Note P—— ſome Time afterwards 


paid away. to a Coffee-Man in Thames-Street, in 


the following Manner: He being one Evening ca- 
ſually at this Coffee-Houſe, fell into Play at Cards 
with ſome neighbouring Gentlemen that were there, 
and having loſt more Money than he had about 


him, applied to the Landlord of the Houſe for the 


Loan of one Guinea; and as à collateral Security 


for the ſame, he would leave this Note of Hand 
of Mr. F—-—'s; and accordingly indorſed his 


Name on the back Side thereof, promiſing to call 
the next Morning to redeem it; but as I ſuppoſe - 


he thought the moſt was then made of it, I belieye 


"4 


he never went near the Coffee-Man's Houſe after- 


* 


wards, The Coffee-Man finding himſelf thus 
6 trick'd Out of his Guinea, out of Revenge, | 


or 
rather, as I believe, through, the Inſtigation 00 a 
8 Ob petty- 


vern in Fleet: ſtreet, there to dine together, and 


„by the initial Let - 
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pettyfog ging Sollicitor, very little, if any, ſape- 
rior in Character to P——) takes this unjuſti- 
fiable Method for Satisfaction. I, finding P——*s 
Innocency in this Affair, was determined neither 
Pains nor Coſt ſhould be ſpared to do him Juſtice; 
and I may further add, and with great Truth, for 
near four Months that he was in Cuſtody for the 
ſame, one Day did not paſs over my Head, that I 
was not little or much employed about him. 1 
went down to Southampton myſelf, and there met 
with ſeveral of the Gentlemen who were preſent at 
the Tranſaction between F. and him; three 
of which I ſubpœna'd to London, bearing their 
Charges out of my own Pocket ; 3 and for which, 
with 7 many other Favours, I was, in 1 the Long-run, 
rewarded with a Gaol. 
Ps Proſecutors having gone this Length, | 
thought, as I ſuppoſe, it was then too late to re- 
call it; and in order (as they thought) to juſtify 8 
their malicious Proſecution, produced F——, who 
was then a Priſoner for Debt in the Marſhalſea 
Priſon, and who, by pecuniary Puniſhments, (as 
ſure nothing but that could ever induce any Man 
to commit ſo heinous a Crime as Perjury) was fo 
far brought over to their Side, that he was hardy 
enough, in my Preſence, and in the Company of the 
very Gentleman who lent them the ten Guineas at 
Soutbamplon, (as I have before related) to deny 
he ever borrowed any ſuch Sum of Money, or that 
he was ever at Southampton at all. I am ſorry to 
ay, (but by Experience L have found it) that there 
is a Set of People, who, when they have been pre- 
vailed on to tell a Falſity, are hardy enough to 
ſwear to it, if their Ends are not to be gained 
otherwiſe. Upon this, a Bill of Indictment was 
found againſt P for the Forgery ; and tho? 
Things were carried to this Height againſt his 
| 1 the Court and Jury, on his Trial at the Old 


Bailey, 


ſooner enter'd the Doors, but I found Mr, B 
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Bailey, ſoon ſaw through this malicious Proſecution, 


and P—— was honourably acquitted for the ſame, 


without ever examining one Witnefs in his be- 
half, though we had twenty and upwards in Court 
ready to produce. 
Soon after the Releaſment of Mr, P 5 
which was about October 1748. I caſually one 


Evening went into Long - Acre Coffee-Houſe, not 


then in the leaſt imagining who kept it. I had no 


was then the Perſon who was Maſter of it; as he 
had been an old Acquaintance of mine, I ftay'd 
and ſpent the Evening there, and as often as I went 


that way uſed to call on him; by this we renew'd 


an Acquaintance which had long before been dropt, 
and tho? I did not intend at firſt to have troubled 


the Publick with this Tranſaction, yet I think com- 
mon Juſtice, (and more particularly ro myſelt) 


claims aloud for the Truth of this Affair. As it is 
a Tranſaction from the Repreſentation of it at pre- 


ſent to the Publick, and the Falſe Ideas (popular 
Prejudice againſt me) retains of it, makes me in 
the Eyes of the World much condemn'd for, on that 
Account. I ſhall be more particular in relating it, 


with ſtrict Truth and Impartialit . 
In November 1748, Mr. B-—and I had been 
the beſt Part of one whole Day in the City toge- 


ther, and in the Evening we both came home to 
his Houſe, which was then in Long- Acre. I ſhould 
have obſerv'd, that I had the preceding Morning 


acquainted him, that I had the Evening before 


been at the Gaming-Tables, and had the Succeſs 
to win about Sixty Pounds; he then took no No- 
tice to me of his being in want of Money; but in the 


Evening at his Houſe, he put the Queſtion to me, 
and begg'd I would lend him about Thirty o 
Forty Pounds for a Fortnight. I told him char 


muas more than I could ſpare, but Twenty Pounds 


thould 


EY 


ſhould: be at his Service, and which he at that 


Time accepted of. I having the Caſh in my 
Pocket, immediately. told him down the Money, 
and for which I took his Note of Hand. This 
went on for about a Week longer; when one 


Morning B—— comes to my Lodgings, and 


carneſtly ſollicites me for a further Sum of Twenty 


Pounds, and at the ſame Time repreſenting to me 
that he could at that Time make large Advantages 


of ſuch a Sum, in his own way of Trade, which 
was a working Silverſmith, and as a further Secu- 
rity for my Money, he would give me his Bond, 


and a Bill of Sale on his Effects. I having at this 
Time not quite fpent all Servillias's Fortune, and 


had the Money by me to ſpare, I was prevail'd on 


to lend him that further Sum of Twenty Pounds; 


and as a Security for the ſame, I receiv'd his Bond, 
as alſo a Bill of Sale on his Effects for the Sum of 


Forty Pounds, including the firſt T'wenty Pounds 
" Melts: 5557 1 


This went on for ſome few Weeks more; when 
one Day I happened to meet an Acquaintance of 
mine, and one who did not live far from Mr. 
3—— 's Houſe. As it happened to be in the 
Morning, we agreed to go and drink a Glaſs of 
Wine together. During which Time, I introduc'd 
a Diſcourſe about B——, and begun to enquire 
how he went on; he innocently told me, that he 
believ*d but badly; for to his Knowledge they 
had been moving their Houſhold Furniture for two 
or three Days before; and that he every Morning 
expected to hear of the Houſe being ſhut up. 1 
took no Notice at all to my Friend of any Tranſacti- 
ons that was at that Time between us; but immedi- 
ately after my parting with him, I went to B s 


| Houſe, and finding him at Home told him, I was 
neceſſitated for ſome of my Money, and therefore 
deſired him to let me have what he could ſpars, ; 

| 1 | but 
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but inſtead of his giving me any, he ſeem'd to make 


very light of it, and endeavour'd to put me off 


with ſundry evaſive Anſwers, which gave me 


more Suſpicion, and I was determined to put my 


Bill of Sale in Execution that Evening, for fear of 
the worſt; and in the Evening when I came to 
take Poſſeſſion of the Effects, by Virtue of my Bill 
of Sale, I found the greateſt Part of his Goods 


moved, and then I was convinced my Friend had not 
miſinformed me. The Amount of the Goods which 


was left on the Premiſes, was not valued at more 
than twenty Pounds, there being Fourteen Pounds 
due to the Landlord for Rent, and which I was 
oblig'd to pay him; I did not receive after paying 
that, and all other Charges, Four Pounds towards 


diſcharging a Debt of Forty; and tho? there has 


appeared ſeveral Paragraphs in the publick Papers 
relating to this Affair, and more particularly in regard 
to a Puncheon of Rum, that was alledg'd to be 
then upon the Premiſes; declare I it be both falſe 


and groundleſs ; for I did not ſo much as find a 


ſingle half Pint of Spirituous Liquors in the whole 
Houſe ; and therefore, if he had at any Time before 
been poſſeſs'd of ſuch a Quantity of Rum, it was 
moved to ſome other Place. e 


But again to my Story; after Mr. Pa——-%; 


Releaſement from the King's-Bench Priſon, we ſtill 
kept up our Correſpondence, and I always, as far 


in my Power lay, ſubſiſted him; till about Chriſtmas 


following Mr. B—'$ Affair, I was took extremely 
bad, and obliged to retire into the Country for my 


Health, where I remained chiefly till April 1749, 


Mr. P=——— frequently viſiting me, and ſtill 
ſharing with me, what little Matters of Money I 
had then left, and which, by my long IIlneſs, be- 


gan by that Time to be almoſt exhauſted, and was 


obliged to come to London, it being now high 
Time to think of ſome new Scheme to raiſe a freſh 
SR 9 9 5 Recruit. 


—— — — — — 3 y —P—ÿ RS 
— ———ů— 


- _ N 


| 

| 

| 
Y | 
10 
V4 
{| 
i 

; 

b 

i 
t; 
14 
19 
3 


"01 
Recruit. Many were thought of, before we re- 
ſolved on any ; at lait I propoſed a Fortune- -hunting 
Scheme to P———, and ſaid, as it was then Sum- 
mer- time, a Trip into the Country might turn out 
more to our Advantage, than ſtaying 1 in London; 
and more eſpecially as I was well acquainted in di- 
vers Counties in England, I might very poſſibly be 
able to introduce him into ſome Families where ! 
knew there was ſeveral young Ladies of Fortune; 
and as he was an extreme genteel, handſome Fel- 
low, he might very probably captivate, ſome of 
them; and in order to ſtrengthen this Scheme, I 
would again perſonate his Steward, repreſent him 
as a young Gentleman of a conſiderable Fortune, 
in every Family and Place where I was acquainted, 
and which I did not doubt but would carry a Face 
of Credit with it. We jointly concluded on this 
new Scheme, but how it was to be put in Execu- 
tion, was now the Point in Queſtion, three Things 
being abſolutely neceſſary to equip us for this Ex- 
pedition, without which it conſequently muſt miſ- 
carry. The firſt- was wearing Apparel, which at 
that Time we had not a Sufficiency of for ſuch an 
Affair; the ſecond, an Equipage fitting for the 
Character he was to appear in; and, laſtly, that 
chief, and moſt neceſſary Ingredient, Money; and 

which without, nothing could be ee. Ut 
poetice loquor. 


Vita bominum pelagus, regina pecunia nauta et, 
Navigat infelix, qus caret hujus ope. 


And as I hope the e reſolvꝰd on, in order to 
obtain Credit for ſuch Things as were immediately 

_ neceſſary to equip us for this Expedition, may be 
of ſome Service to the Publick, I have thought 
proper to explain it in as brief a Manner as poſ- 
ble. P-———— was very well acquainted with 
moſt 
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moſt Places of Abode belonging to the principal 
Families in London, and this being Summer Time, 
the greateſt Part of them were retired into the 
Country; which, as ſoon as he had Notice of, he 
uſed to go to cheir Houſes, and, under a Pretence 
of being well acquainted in the Family, ſoon got 
Admittance by the Servant who had the Care 
thereof; who are too often of the Female Kind, 
and conſequently the maſt liable to be impoſed 


upon ; And I mult further add, I think it a great 
Overſight in thoſe who truſt them alone, as in many 


Caſes a Man might prevent Accidents, which too 
often happen for the Want of them. 

P———' gay Appearance ſeldom (if ever) 
failed of gaining Credit with them; which he had 
no ſooner done, but he uſed to tell them, that he 
had Orders from their Maſters, by a Letter lately 
received from them, to buy for their Uſe ſundry 
Things, to ſend into the Country; and then would 
leave his Name in Writing with them, at the ſame 
Time acquainting them, chat he expected ſuch and 


ſuch Things would be brought there for him, which 


he deſired them to take in, if he ſhould not happen 
to be there; but that he generally was ſure to be. 


This ſeldom or ever failed of Succeſs. Sometimes 


he would, in Diſcourſe, get out of the Servants, 
who was their Maſters Jeweller, Taylor, Gold- 
ſmith, Sc. and by this Means he has often gain'd 
large Credit; ſome few particular Inſtances of this 
Kind I will relate. 

He, in the aforeſaid Manner, got great with an 
old Woman, who was left in the Care of an Houſe 
in Great Ormond- Street; the Family being retired 


to another Part of the Town, it was then to let: 


P 


„under a Pretence of taking it, goes thi- 


ther, and after looking over the Houſe, he goes to 
a Linnen-Draper near "that Place, and bargains for 
Bed- Furyiture, to the Amount of above ſixteen 

D Pounds; 
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Pounds; telling him, he had taken the aforeſaid 
Houſe, and ſhould have Occaſion for divers other 
Things in his Way; but that he had an immediate 
Call for theſe Trifles, and deſired he would imme- 
diately ſend them Home, for his Upholſterer was 
then waiting for them there. The Goods were 
immediately ſent, and then P>—— us'd to draw 
a Bill on me for the Money; which Bills I ſome- 
times did accept, and ſometimes did not. The 
Appearance he made ſo far deceived the Tradeſ- 
man, that he ſeldom refuſed his Bills; which he 
was no ſooner gone with, but P——— either took 
or ſent the Goods away. 

At another Time, and by the ſame Scheme, he 
obtained Credit for near twenty Pounds-worth of 
Plate, of a certain Sword-cutler and Silver- ſmith 
near Fleet. ſtreet; this was tranſacted at a Man of 
Faſhion's Houſe near May-Fair. By much the 
ſame Scheme, though it was done at the Jeweller's 
' own Houſe, he obtained Credit for above two 
Hundred Pounds-worth of Diamonds, of an emi- 
nent Jeweller in Pall-Mall, by making uſe of the 
Name of a Perſon of Diſtinction that the Jeweller 
work'd for; for the Knowledge of whom he was 
beholden to the Gentleman's Servant. Sometimes 
he would perſonate the Purſer of a Man of War, 
at other Times being in the Merchants Service 
which took greatly towards Wapping and Rother- 
bithe, By that and the former Schemes, large Cre- 
dit was obtained from divers Tradeſmen ; ſuch as 
Jewellers, Linnen-drapers, Shoe-makers, Watch- 
makers, Silver-ſmiths, Hoſters, and Hatters ; nay, 
few Trades excepted ; the Particulars of which 
would be too tedious to relate. In ſhort, in about two 
Months Time we had equipt ourſelves with every 
Thing fitting for our intended Journey, having near 
an Hundred Pounds in ready Caſh, beſides Wearing- 
Apparel enough of all Sorts, ſome of which was 


exgemely 


* 
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1 
extremely rich; and we had nothing now to look 
out for but a Carriage of ſome Sort, to convey us 
onwards of our Journey; which was no difficult 
Matter for us to obtain, having in our Power the 
neceſſary Ingredients. 5 
We bought a noble Chair-Gelding, and hired à 


two-wheePd Chair for him to run in; packed up 


all our Cloaths in Trunks, and ſent them down to 
Cambridge by the Waggon, (that being the firſt 


Place we deſigned to go to) and ſet forward thither 


ourſelves about the Middle of June, 1749. It was 
now neceſſary for us to lay down the Plan we in- 
tended to proceed in, that we might both of us be 
in one Story: Accordingly we agreed, that P—- 
ſhould call himfelf Fob» Lee Dunbar, Eſq; that 
he had a great Eſtate in Warwickſhire 3 and as we 
were both well acquainted with that County, it was 
not eaſy to catch us in an Error, For my Part, 


I was to perſonate both Steward and Companion to 


him; and as we intended to take the Tour of Vor- 
folk and Suffolk, I was to give out, at every Place 
we tarried at all at, that our Intent was for Scar- 


Borough. It being the Time of the Seaſon, made 


it ſtill more feaſible, and that our going that Round 
was entirely to fee the Country, _ WE 

In two Days after our leaving London we arrived 
at Cambridge, and the prſt Step we took there was 


to repair our hired Chair and put a Coat of Arms 
on it, which made it look extremely genteel. During 


the Time we tarried at that Place, I happened to 


meet with a ſmart Boy, about fifteen Years of Age, 
that could blow the French Horn extremely well; 
and as he wanted a Place, I thought he would be 


2 proper Perſon for us, as we wanted ſuch a one. 
Accordingly we agrecd to hire him, and put him 


into a very genteel Livery, which we had made 


on Purpoſe for him at Cambridge. We alſo bought 
another Morſe for him to ride on, clapt a French 
| IR Horn 
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Horn acroſs his Shoulders; and as nothing was to 


be done for us at that Place, we agreed to > ſet for- 
ward to Norwich, having already ſent our Cloaths 


* the Waggon. 


We accordingly ſet out, attended by our Boy, 
in the Manner I have before deſcribed. On the 
Road thither I ſpared no Pains to tutor the Boy, 
that in Caſe any Queſtions ſhould be aſk'd him, he 
might not be at a Loſs to reſolve them; which 
Leſſon he had ſo well learnt before we got to 
Norwich, that he was by that Time as well vers'd 
in his Maſter's Affairs (or at leaſt ſuch of them as 
was neceſſary for him to know) that he could give 


as good an Account of his Maſter, as if he had 


been with him ſeven Years. 
As ſoon as we came to Norwich, I being well 


acquainted in the Place, took Care not to be defi- 


cient in viſiting my former Acquaintance, and 
amongſt them was ſure to extol the good Qualities 
of my pretended Maſter ; at the ſame Time repre- 


ſenting ro them, what a go Place I had fell into 
ſince my Misfortunes in Trade. By theſe Means, 
joined with the gay Appearance P 


made 1n 
Dreſs, he ſoon got introduced into the beſt Com- 
pany the Place atforded ; and as I before obſerved, 
he was a very handſome Man, and wanted nothing 
that was requiſite to embelliſn his Perſon ; which 
ſoon made him fo particularly taken Notice of by 
the fair Sex, that, in ſhort, the Ladies in general, 
as well Wives as Maidens, teiz'd both their Huſ- 
bands and Fathers for a Sight of this pretty Fel- 
low, (an Expreſſion I have borrowed from the Fair) 
to that there was hardly a Gentleman of Note in 


the Place, that we did not receive an Invitation 
from. And thus far | muſt do him Juſtice, as to 
ſay, he was by the greateſt Part of them well 


eſteemed ;z and I believe there were few Men knew 
better how to behave, or were more of the Gentle- 
Es | | man 
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man than he was: However, we tatried. here, 
viſiting and feaſting from one Houſe to another, 


better than a Fortnight; and nothing turning out 


to our Satisfaction, we reſolved to be gone. 

The next Place of Rendezyous was at Yarmouth 
in Norfolk ; we had no ſooner entered that Town, 
than we were informed ſeveral of the principal Of- 
ficers belonging to ſome Regiments that were quar- 


tered in thoſe Parts, were then expected from Lon- 


don to review them ; and as P had been in 


the Army, he was known to moſt of them, ſo 
there was no Poſſibility of our ſtaying in that Town, 


and therefore we were determined to leave it again 
as the next Morning, That whole Evening was 


ſpent in conſulting where we ſhould go next : Divers 
Places were thought on ; but at laft we reſolved on 
IJynn in Norfolk, it being a very gay and genteel 


Sea Port, and therein reſided ſeveral People of good 
"Faſhion, ſome of whom I was particularly acquainted 
with; and it was a great Chance if ſomething did 


not turn out to Advantage. However, with full 


Expectations we ſet out as the next Morning, re- 
ſolving to ſtop no where, but as Neceſſity required, 
till we arrived at the aforeſaid Place, which we were 
three Days in performing, it being above ſixty Miles 
Diſtance from TJarmouth. As ſoon as we came to our 
Inn, I took Care the Landlord ſhould be made ac- 
quainted with his Gueſt, that, ſhould he be aſked 
any Queſtions, he might have ſome Anſwer to give. 
We kept on the ſame Story here we at firſt ſet out 


with; which was not long before ' twas noiſed about 


the Town, I taking all Opportunities to make him 


popular. In a few Days 1 introduced him to ſome 


Acquaintances of mine in the Place, and as they were 


Perſons of both Credit and Faſhion, he joon con- 
trated a farther Acquaintance, till in a very ſhort 


Time there was hardly a Family of Note whom he 
did not viſit: In thorr, every one endeavoured to 


exceed 
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thought this was a good Mark for P- 
therefore 1 was ſure, whenever I was alone in her 


4,5 
exceed each other, in the Grandure of their Enter- 


tainments, and at moſt of which the Ladies, if there 
were any in the Family, were ſure to be at. 


During this Time of our being at Lynn, I had 
renewed an Acquaintance with an eminent Mer- 


chant of the Place; and was ſure never to miſs all 
Leiſure Hours of being there, that I grew at laſt al- 
moſt as one of the Family. This Gentleman had a 


young Lady, who was his Daughter-in-Law, lived 


with him; her Mother being dead, ſhe had the 


Management of the Family; and I ſoon found out, 
by her Father, that ſhe had alſo a Fortune, in her 


own Poſſeſſion, of near four thouſand Pounds. I 
z and 


Company, and which J frequently was, to introduce 
ſomething or other relating to him. In ſhort, I ſoon 


began to. perceive there would be no great Difficul- 


ty to obtain her, and therefore I adviſed P 
to make an Attack; and in order to give ie. the 
more Opportunities for ſo doing, I uſed almoſt eve- 
ry Afternoon to get the old Gentleman out a Riding, 
which Recreation he was very fond of. In ſhort, 
P took Care fo far to improve. his Time, 
that in about three Weeks ne had fo far won the 
Lady's Affections, that ſhe conſented to go away with 
him, whenever he . convenient. Things being 
now brought to this Criſis, we had no further Buſineſs 


there ; and yet I was not willing he ſhould leave the 
Town dirtily, as we had been. ſo genteely enter- 


rained by them; I therefore adviſed him to give out 


he intended to ſet forwatd in a few Days for Scar- 
| whe and to propoſe ſomething in the Nature 


of a Bail, before he went, to the Ladies, and which 
by chem was readily accepted of. Every thing 
was accordingly prepared for their Reception, and 
at which we were honoured not only with the Town, 


but ſeveral of the principal Families of Note for 


near 


—— 
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near ten Miles round. I ſhall leave the Publick to 
judge of the Grandure of this Entertainment by the 


Expenses of it, which was upwards of thirty Pounds, 


tho' I took care every Thing ſhould be bought at 
the beſt Advantage; but at the ſame Time I muſt 
obſerve, we treated with nothing leſs than coſtly 
French Wine. FT 

In about two Days after this, P | 
leave, as if he intended to go forwards towards 
Scarborough, and I was left behind to take Care to 


- 


get his Things ſent after him; and which when I 
had done, was to follow after. This Scheme took very 


well, no one having the leaſt Suſpicion of our Intent; 
this being before ſettled between the young Lady 
and ourſelves, and that he was to go forward, and 


wait for us at a certain Place on the London Road; 


where ſhe and I was to meet him at ſuch a Time, 
Accordingly. the next Morning about Two 
o*Clock, I waited the Lady's Signal, which was 


2 white Hankerchief, if every Thing were all right, 
to be hung out of her Bed-Chamber Window, 


which I perceiv'd in leſs than half an Hour after 


I had been waiting; on which I immediately gave 


my Signal, that 1 was ready; and very 
ſhortly, ſhe and her Maid came down Stairs, and 


let me in; and after ſome ſhort Time ſpent in pack- 
ing up a few Things, we all made the beſt of our 


Way to the Town's End, where I had a Poſt- 


Chaiſe ready to receive her. We got ſafe to where 


Mr, P—— was waiting for us by Eight o'Clock 


the next Morning, and then I deliver'd him my 


Charge. We concluded ſtill to keep forward to- 


wards London for fear of a Purſuit, which we ex- 
peed would be very hot as ſoon as ſhe was miſt, 


and therefore determined to reach a Place call'd 


Bone- Bridge that Night, and then we ſhould have 


Time to conſider what was further to be done. It 


proved all that Day extreme wet, and for my 
7 5 Part, 
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Part, I think I never travelled in worſe Weather 

in my Life. But notwithſtanding that, this Lady 

vent through it with a great deal of Refolution and 
Courage ; though for the beſt Part of Sixty Miles 

ſhe was oblig'd to travel in open Poſt-Chaiſes. I 

think that this is one convincing Proof, that when 

Love has the Predominancy over us, there is no- 

thing too Great for us to ſurmount. 

It was late in the Evening before we got to base 
Bridge, being all of us very wet, ſome Time was 
ſpent in changing our Cloaths; which when we 
had effected, f and I conſulted what was 

| -next to be done, about the young Lady, whom he 
f had-promiſed to marry the next Morning; but 
as by this Time all our Money was expended, we 
i knew not what to do, or how to get more in or- 
[ der to perform the Ceremony. To attempt to aſk 
ö her for any before Marriage, might baulk our 
b Scheme; therefore we gave over all Thoughts 
ö from that Quarter; but as there was no Time for 
g Delay, ſomething muſt be reſolv'd on; and at laſt 
Il Was determin'd to try the Landlord of the Houſe; 
accordingly I ſent for him, and open'd the whole 
Affair to him; at the ſame Time telling him, if he 
would aſſiſt me with about Ten Guineas, I would 
take care and repay him as ſoon as I came to Lon- 
don. He readily comply'd to lend it me, and 
went immediately and brought me the Money. I 
acquainted P with my Succeſs, and we then 
concluded to go early the next Morning to a certain 
Village about ſeven Miles diſtance from thence, 
to conſummate their Nuptials; this being agreed 
to on her Side alſo. We went all to Bed: The 
Lady and her Maid in one Room together, and 
P——— andI to our ſeparate ones, Very early 
the next Morning almoſt as ſoon as break of Day, 
I was awakened by a great Noiſe; and before I 
could learn what it was about, my Room Door 
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was broke open, and the firſt Perſon I ſaw enter it | 
was the Lady's Father, raving like a Madman for 
the Loſs of his Daughter, and attended, at leaſt, by 
twenty different People; for 1 found. afterwards, 

that as ſoon as they received Intelligence where they 
= were, they had raiſed the Country upon us; reſoly- 
ing, if they could get her no other Ways, to reſcue 
her from us by Force. 


x 
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ö After I had a little recovered this Surpriſe, I de- | 
= termined to uſe a little Diſſimulation, as thinkin | 
= nothing could then be of ſo great Uſe to us ; 3 i 
= jumped out of Bed, and aſſured him his. Daughter | 
= was very fafe, and in Bed with her own Maid, in 


the next Room and further added, that ſhe ſhould 
immediately be brought down Stairs to him, if he 
= wouid diſmiſs the People about him; and if he had 
any Regard for his Daughter, he would make no 
E Scruple about ir, as ſuch a Number of People might 


frighten her into Fits. This pacified him for the | 
= prelent, and he went down Stairs. ö 
= During this Time Mr. P. was raiſed; and = b 
came into my Room, ſeemingly very much fright- 4 
BY enced, as really he always was when any Danger 4 
= was nigh. I defired he would go down to her Fa- | 
WW ther, and keep Peace there, and in the Interim, I | 
= would think of ſome Scheme to bring him through j 
it, and yet ſecure him the Lady, q 
=_ I ſhould before have obſerved, that this Lady was | 
3 about the Age of twenty- ſcven; and as ſhe was en- i 
* tirely Miſtreſs of herſelf and Fortune, I thought, if 
== the ſtill thought proper to go with Pp, no one 


had any Power to take her away; I immediately | 
went to her Bed-Chamber, and then put this ſingle | 
Queſtion to her; Whether ſhe choſe to go back with 
her. Father, or continue with Mr, P. —; ſhe 
readily agreed, if Mr, P. would modal his 
Promiſe, and marry her, ſhe would ſtay with him 
at all Events, 1 engaged myſelt, that that ſhould be 
E imme- 
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immediately performed, but deſired her in the Inte- 
rim, till I could prepare Things in Readineſs to 
take her off, to go down to her Father, and ſeem 
inclinable to go back with him; in the mean while, 
I diſpatched our Boy to a Town called Cheſterfield, 
about four Miles diſtant from Bone-Bridge, for a 
Poſt-Chaiſe, and to bring it with him with all Ex- 
pedition; I alſo prevailed on the Hoſtier of our Inn, 
by pecuniary Means, to get the Lady's Father's 
Chaiſe ready, and when he ſaw my Boy coming 
from Cheſter feid with that, he ſhould allo bring her 
Father's, at the ſame Time, to the Door with mine, 


which he faithfully performed; for my Boy had 


hardly come to give notice of the Chaiſe being ready, 
before I ſaw the other at the Door; upon which, 1 
immediately applied myſelf to the Lady, and told 
her ſhe had now her Choice with whom ſhe would 


£0; for there were two Poſt-Chailes at the Door, and 
I would hand her into which of them ſhe thought 


proper 3 3 ſhe told me ſhe would go into Mr. 
's, upon which, I preſented her my Hand, 
and put her into the Chaiſe, going myſelf in after 
her, Mr, P. following on Horſeback : Not- 
withſtanding all their Army, and I believe there 


were not lets than thirty about the Door, 'no one of- 


fered to moleſt me; for we fairly carried her off, 
and they were married at a Village about ſeven 


Miles diſtant from that Place, I giving her away. 


In about four Hours Time we returned back | 
again, when we found all the Coaſt clear, her Fa- 
ther being gone back again to Iynn. That Day 


was ſpent in Merriment, and by the next Morning 


I found Mr, P . had begun to enquire 1nto the 
Strength of bis Wife's Purſe, which produced near 
an Hundred and fifty Pounds in Bank Notes and 
Caſh; a very ſeaſonable Supply to us at that Junc- 


ture and by which I was enabled to repay my honeſt 
Landlord his ten Guineas. 


We 
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We tarried there about a Week, and then ſet 
forward to London, and came to a Lodging in 
Great- Ruſſel. ſireet, Bloomſbury, which was took in 
Readineſs for us againſt we came, Some ſhort Time 


after our coming to London, I adviſed P——- to 


relate ſomething of his Affairs to his Lady, and 
eſpecially to diſcloſe his true Name to her, which at 
that Time ſhe was ignorant of, he having married 
her by the Name of John Lee, of Dunbar, and 


which ſome ſhort Time after he did; and ſo far I 


muſt add in Behalf of the Lady, that when ſhe 
knew it, . ſhe acted with great Prudence, never in the 
leaſt reflecting on him for the Cheat he had put upon 
br. 1 i 1 

Soon after this, her Father was alſo made acquainted 


with his Name, and at the ſame Time, a Demand 


made on him for his Daughter's Fortune, it being 
in his Hands; and for the Security of which ſhe had 


his Bond. He ſeemed to pay very little Regard to 
this Demand; for on very little Enquiry, he ſoon be- 


came acquainted with P———'$s Character, and at 


the fame Time was well convinced he would ſoon 


confiſcate her Fortune, if he got it into his Hands 
he therefore was determined to go to the utmoſt Ex- 


tremity of the Law before he would part with a Shil- 


ling of it, and neither did he ſpare Pains or Coſts 
to get H apprehended, with an Intent to 
have him tried for Bigamy, he having another Wife 


at that Time alive, I had a Perſon applied to me, 
and would have gave me an Hundred Guineas to 


betray him into their Hands; but that Offer was by 
me rejected with Scorn, and notwithſtanding he has 
uſed me ſince with great Ingratitude, I cannot ſay I 
ever repented that I did not do it; for in my Opinion, 
there is nothing ſo unpardonable as Breach of Friend- 
ſhip; nor ſhould any Conſideration ever bribe me to 
We 
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We had not been in that Lodging in Ereai- 
Ruſſel ſtreet above a Month, before I perceived we 
were found out by her Father's Spies; I therefore 
adviſed P———. to retire with his Lady into the 
Country, which he agreed to, and I went and took 
them Part of a Houle in Buckinghamſhire, which 
they very ſhortly after went to, I being obliged to 
ſtay pretty much in London, to manage his Affairs 
for him; and during which Time I was ſeveral 


Times arreſted for Debts he had contracted, for which 


I became a Security, and to which I always gave 
Bail; endeavouring to drive off the evil Day as long 
as poſſible, ſtil] thinking, that as ſoon as the Money 


came, I ſhould be able to diſcharge them; never in 
the leaſt ſuſpecting he intended to leave me in the 


Lurch at laſt. 73 

We had wrote ſeveral Times to P=———'s Wite's 
Father for her Fortune; but finding he was reſolute, 
and would not pay it, we determined to arreſt him 
for it, which was accordingly done, I was obliged 
to go myſelf twice down to Lyzn, before I could 
get the Writ executed on himz in ſhort, we were 
at great Trouble and Charges, beſides near twelve 
Month's Time ſpent in Law, before we could bring 
the old Gentleman to a Compliance; and which, 1 
aſſure you, at laſt, was a forc'd one: However, he 
did pay every Shilling of her Fortune, about April, 
1750, which P— had no ſooner received, but 
] was ſurrendered, and by his Inſtigation, to the Fleet 


Priſon, by my Bail, for thoſe very Debts, which had 


been a Means to obtain him all that Money. p 

He having thus put me out of the Way, with- 
drew directly from his Houſe, and went with his 
Lady to Boulogne, in France. He was there ſome 


Time before 1 was made acquainted with it; but 


when I knew it, I was not a Jot the better; for he 


never took the leaſt Notice about me, I being 


greatly exaſperated at this Uſage of his, was de- 
| termined, 


1 
termined, as ſoon as I could make my Eſcape from 
thence, to go over to him at Boulogne; ſtill thinking, 
if I was but there in Perſon, I could get ſomething | 
of him, or, at the leaſt, prevail ſo far with him, as 
to diſcharge thoſe Debts I then ſtood charged with 
at the Fleet, which were entirely on his Account, 
© Some ſhort Time after this I effected an Eſcape | 
from the Tipſtaff's Man, who had me out by a | 
Day-Rule; and when I had got from him, I knew 
not well how to get over to Boulogne, having no 
more than ſix Shillings in my Pocket, nor a Ra 
of Cloaths of any Kind, but what I had on my 
Back; however, as it was late at Night when J 
effected this Eſcape, nothing could be done then; 
ſo I croſs*d the Water to Lambeth, and immediately 
went to an Inn, and agreed for a Poſt-Chaiſe to go 
with me to Dartford, early the next Morning, and 
to bring me back the next Day, I being gen- 
teelly dreſs'd, tho? all I had was on my Back, the 
Landlord never ſcrupled my Pay, and therefore 
did not'mention the Money to me at all. I hur- 
ried there that Night, and by Three o' Clock the 
next Morning the Chaiſe was ready, and I ſet out 
for Dartford ; but when I came there, I pretended 
my Friend, whom I wanted to ſee, was gone to 
Feverſbam; and therefore I prevailed on the Boy to 
carry me thither, at which Place we got about Two 
o' Clock in the Afternoon; and by this Time the 
Horſes were quite jaded, and I had no Money to 
hire freſh ones, to carry me on to Dover; ſo that 
I was quite at a Loſs what to do, or how to get 
forward. „ 
I at laſt bethought myſelf of an old Friend I for- 
merly had in that Town, (as, in ſhort, I was ſeldom 
out of my Way ;) and, on further Enquiry, I 
found he was till there. I reſolved to ſend for 
him, not in the leaſt doubting but I ſhould find 
ſome Aſſiſtance from him: Accordingly I ſent the 
| Waiter 
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Waiter for him, and he came down directly with 
him. I had no ſooner opened my whole Affairs to 


him, but he generouſly told me, I ſhould have of 
him what Money or Neceſſaries I required. He 


gave me thirty Guineas, and ſome Wearing-Appa- 


rel, Sc. and at the ſame Time adviſed me, not to 
go by the Way of Dover to Boulogne, as very poſ- 
fibly ſome Intelligence might be ſent to the Packets, 
and by that Means I might be ſtopp'd. He in- 
form'd me, that he had a Friend of his who was 
Maſter of a Fiſhing-Smack, and lived at a Place 
called Hbiiftable, about ſeven Miles off, and that 


he would go with me to fee him, and did not in 


the leaſt doubt, but he would carry me over to 
Boulogne. 


| Aker I had refreſhed myſelf a little, and ob- 


| tained a Recruit of Money and fore Linnen of my 


Friend, I diſcharged the Poſt-Chaiſe Boy, and ſet 


out that Evening for WÞiiftable ; at which Place 


we had no ſooner arrived, than we found, to my 
great Mortification, that the Perſon we wanted was 
gone out a fiſhing, and. the Time of his coming 
back was uncertain, Well, I continued all thar 
Night in great Perplexity of Mind, never fo much 
as laying my Eyes together ; and all that my Friend 
could do was not ſufficient to keep up my Spirits. 
About Ten o' Clock the next Morning, my 


Friend having been down to the Sea-Side, to look 


out for this Man's coming in, brrought me Word, 


that he had been feen at a Diſtance by ſome of the 


Town's-men, and would certainly. be in the next 
Tide. This gave me freſh Spirits; upon which, I 
ventur'd to look out of Doors, tho? under great 
Uneaſineſs, as thinking every one I ſaw was come 
in Purſuit of me. However, the next Tide brought 
him in, and my Friend had no ſooner propoſed his 
carrying me to Boulogne, than he readily agreed to 
go with me the next Men; Accordingly, _ 
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Eight o' Clock, we ſer Sail from M bitſtable, and 
in about thirty Hours Time we got ſafe to Boulogne 
in France; I think it was on the taventieth Day of 
June, 1750, when I landed there. 2 
I ſoon found out my Friend P———, being at 
that Time in his full Glee, having a gay Equipage, 
ſeveral Servants in Livery, a Valet out of Livery ; 
nay, in ſhort, every Thing in as much Grandeur, 
as if he had been a Duke of France, I waited on 
him as ſoon as I had a little refreſh*d myſelf from 
the Fatigue of the Sea; and at firſt Sight of me, 
he ſeemed greatly confuſed z but carried it with a 
ſeeming Shew of Friendſhip, which at that Time 
he ſeemed greatly to profeſs; but it was more 
through Fear than any Thing elſe, as at that Time 
few in the Place knew any Thing about him; and 
I really believe ſomething would have been made of 
him, had there not, unfortunately for me, ſome 
Engliſh Gentlemen come there for Pleaſure, who 
knew P——— . They ſoon ſpread his Character 
about the Place, and as he then ſtood no longer in 
Danger from me, he ever after that Day grew more 
indifferent towards me, and as often as I took an 
Opportunity to ſpeak to him about ſettling Affairs 
with me, he, either by evaſive Anſwers, or imper- 
tinent Airs, uſed to put me off, till I at laſt grew 
outrageous, and inſiſted on his giving me Satis- 
faction, either at the Point of his Sword, or his 
Pocket, I cared not which; as to the former, he 
was Coward enough to refuſe, and the latter he had 
not a Principle to part with; ſo I, finding nothing 
was to be done at any Rate with him, I was deter- 
mined to have the Satisfaction of drubbing him; 
which I did with my Cane, in the open Streets of 
Boulogne, and then took my Leave of the Place, 
and have never ſeen nor heard of him ſince; tho“ I 
am ſenſible there has been a Report rais'd, ſince my 
unhappy. Confinement, that he has ſupported me 


largely 3 
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largely ; which I declare to be falſe and ground- 
leſs, and that I have never ſeen one Shilling of his 
Money for near two Years laſt paſt ; nay, had he, 
at the Time I was with with him in France, but 
done what Gratitude demanded of him, towards 
me, I might have been at this Day in happy Cir- 


cumſtances, he owing me a large Sum of Money, | 
excluſive of thoſe Debts I am concerned for on his 
Account. 


After my leaving Boulogne, I went for Calais, and 
there I embarked on Board the Packet fer Dover, 


not knowing what to do in a ſtrange Country; nor 


had I Money enough to think of going further 
Abroad; ſo I reſolved to come back again to Eng- 
land. I had no ſooner ſet my Feet again on Engliſh 


Ground, but I thought it would be more condu- 
Fave to my Safety to change my Name, ſol call'd 


myſelf Moore; and I think it was the firſt Time I 
ever called myſeif by any other Name than my 
: And J further appeal to the Publick in ge- 
ee whether they, if they had been in my Cir- 
e ee would not have done the ſame; as Self- 
Preſervation is the firſt Law of Nature. 
At Dover, I met with a Gentleman who was co- 
ming to London; we agreed to join for a Poſt- 


Chaiſe, and come together to London, You may 


depend upon it, I took Care to keep myſelf as cloſe 
as poſſible; and apply*d to ſeveral of my Friends 


to endeavour to make up the Affair between the 


Warden of the Fleet, and myſelf; but ro no Ef- 


. fect; for there was nothing to be done. without 


Money, and that I had none of ; for after I had 
cleared all Expences on the Road from Dover to 
London, 1 had no more than one Guinea in the 


World. What to do in this Diſtreſs I knew not; 


for now I was worle by far than when I was in Pri- 
ſon ; not ever daring to ſtir out of Doors, for fear 


the 
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myſelf to the Warden of the Fleet ; but as all thoſe 
who pretended to be my Friends perſuaded me 
= fromit, I gave over that Thought. In ſhort, I 
was drove to ſuch Diſtreſſes, that J had Mwn'd 
every Rag of my Cloaths even to the Shirt on my 
Back; and that one Day I was oblig'd to take off 
to buy me ſome Victuals, having, I think, not any 
for two Days before; and what made more to com- 
pleat my Miſery, was, the People of the Houſe 
where I lodg'd, turn'd me out of Doors; ſeeing, as 
TI ſuppoſe my Diſtreſs, imagined they ſhould ne- 
ver be paid for their Lodging. 3 
Almoſt Naked, for I had never a Shirt on, nor 
one Penny of Money in my Pockets, I was oblig'd 
to quit my Lodgings. Where to go, or what to 
do I was now at aloſs; for no Man could be well 
drove to greater Extremities; I daring not ap- « 
pear to get a Penny to ſupport me, if I had known 
how. In this Diſtreſs, I wander'd towards Hyde- 
Park ; and after walking about there, till the Heat 
of the Weather and Fatigue of Spirits fo far over- 2 
came me, that I ſat myſelf down under a Tree, | 
near the Wall of Kengſington Gardens, where 1 
tell aſleep. In that Poſture I was found, and a= 
waken'd by. a Gentleman who was an eminent * 
Merchant in London; and during the Time of my 
Proſperity had been very intimate with me. As 
ſoon as I was able to recover the Surprize, the ſee- | 
ing of him had put me in, he began to aſk me | 
what I did there, and the Means that brought me 
to ſuch Diſtreſs; as he but too plainly perceived me 
to be in. I made no Scruple to open to him the 
whole Affair; and at which I think no Man, had 
it been his own Brother, wou'd not had a greater 
Effect on him; for as I related to him my Diſtreſſes, 
he could not refrain from Tears. We walked about 20 
till Dark in the Evening; when he inſiſted on my 
going home with him; and at FHyde-Park ae 
| * | 
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he call'd a Coach, and order'd it to drive directly 
to his own Houſe ; which he had no ſooner got to, 
but he ſhew'd me into the Parlour, and ordered 


a Bottle of Wine to be brought immediately, prepa- 


red a hot Supper for me ; fetch'd me down a clean 
Shirt and Stockings of his own; which when he 


had done, he further aſſured me, there ſhould be 
nothing in his Power that he would not do to ſerve 
me; and therefore defired I would be ſo free to tell 


him wherein he could do it; that he had no Views 
of Retaliations; *twas entirely Humanity and 


Friendſhip for me, prompted him to it; as he was 
then pleaſed to expreſs himſelf ; that he believed, 
had he beenin my Caſe, I would have done the 


fame by him, if it had been in my Power, 


After Supper was over, he ſent his Footman with 
me toan Inn hard by him, where I found he had 


before provided a Bed for me, with a faithful Pro- 


miſe of ſeeing me in the Morning early, and then 


would conſult with me what further could be done 


for me, The next Morning according to his Word he 


came, and I not willing to intrude too much on his 
Good Nature, begg'd he would only provide me 
with ſome Neceſſaries and a little Caſh, and I wou'd 


g0 to an Aunt I had in the North of England, 


who was very rich; and had often ſince © my 


Misfortunes ſollicited me to come and live entire- 
ly with her in the Country; but as Reſtraint was 
not at all agreeable to me, I had always endeavoured 
w. wave the Offer; and that now 1 was willing to 


1 could compare myſelf to nothing, but the 


Parable of the Prodigal Son. In this Condition 1 
was aſham'd. He promiſed me that he would pro- 
vide me with all Neceſſaries I ſhould want; and ac- 
cordingly he fent me a Taylor to make me a new 
Suit of Cloatas; as alſo fix new Holland Shirts, 
Stockings, Shoes, Boots, Hat and Wig; nay, 
every $hing I could wiſh or want; made me 8 
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a Preſent of an extream good Gelding to ride down 
on, and gave me twenty Guineas in my Pocket to 
earry me thither. 

With this freſh Recruit I was determined to try 
at ſomething to better my Fortune, and to enable 
me to conquer the Difficulties 1 at that Time la- 
boured under. Many Things came into my Head ; 
but at laſt I was reſolved to attempt at a Marriage- 
Scheme for myſelf; and in order to put a better 
Gloſs on this, I determined to tell my Aunt that 
my Wife was dead, and I did not doubt but, thro? 
her Intereſt, to get ſome young Lady or other. Be- 
ing reſolved on this Scheme, I hired a Servant, put 
him into- Livery, and as I could now appear 
genteel, I ſoon obtained Credit for ſome more 
Cloaths for myſelf, and which when I had com- 
pleated, packed up, and ſent down before ; as alſo 
a Letter of my coming. I ſet out with my Ser- 
vant, in a very genteel Manner. About ten Miles 
ſnort of the Place where my Aunt lives, ſhe met 
me in her own Coach; and ſure never was any 
Nephew more welcome than I was to her; ſhe ge- 
nerouſly offering me not only her Purſe, but her 
Houſe and Servants to be entirely at my Command. 
And ſure had not ſome Evil Spirit attended me, I 
had never run thus head-long into my own Ruin. 
I might there have continued to this Day, happily, 
| and like: a Gentleman. For the firſt Part of the 
Time I was at my Aunt's (whoſe frequent Bounties | 
| plentifully ſupplied me) I frequented all publick 
Places and Diverfions that were going forward in 
| that Part of the Country ; viſited and was reſpected 
by feveral Families of Note in the Neighbourhood, 
| fo that in a very ſhort Time I began to be well ac- 
| quainted. During this Time I Happened to-light 
of a young Lady, who was very intimate at my 

Aunt's: I thought it might now be a good Time 
to puſh my Fortune; and 1 propoſed the 
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he call'd a Coach, and order'd it to drive directly 
to his own Houſe ; which he had no ſooner got to, 
but he ſhew'd me into the Parlour, and ordered 
a Bottle of Wine to be brought immediately, prepa- 
red a hot Supper for me ; fetch'd me down a clean 
Shirt and Stockings of his own; which when he 
had done, he further aſſured me, there ſhould be 
nothing in his Power that he would not do to ſerve 
me; and therefore deſired I would be ſo free to tell 
him wherein he could do it; that he had no Views 
of Retaliations; *twas entirely Humanity and 


Friendſhip for me, prompted him to it; as he was 


then pleaſed to expreſs himſelf ; that he believed, 
had he beenin my Caſe, I would have done the 
fame by him, if it had been in my Power, 

After Supper was over, he ſent his Footman with 

me toan Inn hard by him, where I found he had 
before provided a Bed for me, with a faithful Pro- 
miſe of ſeeing me in the Morning early, and then 
would conſult with me what further could be done 
for me, The next Morning according to his Word he 


came, and I not willing to intrude too much on his 


Good Nature, begg'd he would only provide me 


with ſome Neceſſaries and a little Caſh, and I wou'd 


go to an Aunt I had in the North of England, 
who was very rich; and had often ſince my 
 Misfortunes ſollicited me to come and live entire- 


ly with her in the Country; but as Reſtraint was 


not at all agreeable to me, I had always endeavoured 
to wave the Offer ; ; and that now 1 was willing to 
go. I could compare myſelf to nothing, but the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son. In this Condition I 
was aſham'd. He promiſed me that he would pro- 
vide me with all Neceſſaries I ſhould want; and ac- 
cordingly he ſent me a Taylor to make me a new 
Suit of Cloatas; as alſo fix new Holland Shirts, 
Stockings, Shoes, Boots, Hat and Wig; nay, 
eva, # hing! could wiſh or want; made me alſo 


a Pre- 
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a Preſent of an extream good Gelding to ride down 
on, and gave me twenty Guineas in my Pocket to 
carry me "hither; 

With this freſh Recruit I was determined to try 
at ſomething to better my Fortune, and to enable 
me to conquer the Difficulties I at that Time la- 
boured under. Many Things came into my Head; 
but at laſt I was reſolved to attempt at a Marriage- 
Scheme for myſelf; and in order to put a better 
Gloſs on this, I determined to tell my Aunt that 
my Wife was dead, and I did not doubt bur, thro? 
her Intereſt, to get ſome young Lady or other, Be- 
ing reſolved on this Scheme, I hired a Servant, put 
him into- Livery, and as I could now appear 
genteel, I ſoon obtained Credit for ſome more 
Cloaths for myſelf, and which when I had com- 
pleated, packed up, and fent down before ; as alſo 
a Letter of my coming. I ſet out with my Ser- 


vant, in a very genteel Manner. About ten Miles 


ſhort of the Place where my Aunt lives, ſhe met 
me in her own Coach; and ſure never was any 
Nephew more welcome than I was to her ; ſhe ge- 

nerouſly offering me not only her Purſe, but her 
Houſe and Servants to be entirely at my Command. 
And ſure had not ſome Evil Spirit attended me, I 
had never run thus head-long into my own Ruin. 
I might there have continued to this Day, happily, 
and like a Gentleman. For the firſt Part of the 
| Time I was at my Aunt's (whoſe frequent Bounties 
plentifully ſupplied me) 1 frequented all publick 
Places and Diverfions that were going forward in 
that Part of the Country ; viſited and was reſpected 
by ſeveral Families of Note in the Rerghbourtood, 
ſo that in a very ſhort Time I began to be well ac- 
quainted. During this Time I Happened to light 
of a young Lady, who was very intimate at my 
Aunt's: I thought ic might now be a good Time 
to puſh my Fortune; and accordingly propoſed the 
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Affair to my Aunt, intimating that, as I had no 
Chuceen left, and was but a young Widower, if 
"twas 4,zreeable to her, I had ſome Thoughts of iſ 
chan ging my Condition: and at the ſame Time 
mentioned this young Lady to her, whom I call'd 
Prudellia; and well ſhe deſerves that Appellation; 
for ſye vas one of the moſt accompliſh*d of her | 
©: and tho? ſhe did not fall to my Lot, if ſhe Þ 
ever changes her Condition, ſhe will be a Pattern 
for a Marriage State. My Aunt ſeem'd quite over. 
joy'd at the News, poor Lady little dreaming of the 
Cheat I was going to put on her: She the very next iſ 
Pay ſends for Prudellia's Father, and, in my Pre- 

ſence, propoſed the Match to him, at the ſame Time 
aſſuring him ſhe would make every thing agreeabl: 
in Point of Fortune; and tho! I was Heir at Lay 
to a great Part of her Fortune after her Deceaſe, 
yet ſhe would make over ſome Part thereof during iſ 
her Life, that we might live independant of either 
of them. He ſeemed very agreeable to it; and iti 
his Daughter conſented, there was nothing more to if 
be done than to marry us; and he therefore recom- i 
mended me to uſe my Influence on Prudellia, and 
that J might have more Opportunities to be with 
her, he invited me to his Houſe, at the fame Time iſ 
aſſuring me of his Aſſiſtance. I accordingly, i in a few if 
Days after, went, and by which Time I found Pru- 
alli was made acquainted with the Affair, and was 
receiv'd by her in a very modeſt, genteel Manner. 
J continued there near two Months; in which Time 
I had prevailed on Prudellia for her Conſent, and i 
which I had no ſooner got, but it was my Buſineſs 
to puſh the Marriage forwards, Accordingly, I ap- 
plied to my Aunt to ſettle the Point relating to For- 
rune, for that was what we now only waited for, 
and which ſhe was ready to do. But before the old 
ones could agree about that, an unlucky Accident 
inzervery'd to baulk the whole Affair: As I was one WW 
Day 
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Day a Shooting, I caſually met an old Acqaintance 
of mine at the ſame Sport, and whom I afterwards 
found lived hard by Prudellia's Father. After ſome 
little Converſation together, we parted z and I may 
curſe the Hour I ever ſaw him at all; for it was he 
that entirely ruined the Scheme, the Miſcarriage of 
which has alſo been mine. For at the very Time 
I thought I ſtood fair to put an End to all my 
Troubles, I was only nearer my Ruin, The World, 
I don't doubt, will cenſure me largely on this Head; 
and to be ſure I cannot juſtify myſelf : But what 
won't a drowning Man catch at, in order to fave 
himſelf from entirely ſinking. Had I married 
Prudellia, (as its not in my Nature to uſe her Sex 
ill) farther than deceiving her in having another 
Wife alive, I dare anſwer for it ſhe would never 
have had any Reaſons to have complained ; pro- 
poling, as ſoon as the Ceremony was over, to have 
retired with her privately from all our Friends, into 
ſome Part of France, and there to have remained 
till Matters had been adjuſted in England, ſo as to 
have enabled me to have lived here in Peace and 
Quietneſs; and if that could not have been accom- 
pliſhed, I would have endeavoured to have made 
her as happy as the Place would admit of. But, 
alas! my Troubles were not to end here; I was re- 
ſerved for Fortune to make more Sport of. Again 
to my Story: In about three Days after I had met 
the aforeſaid Gentleman a Shooting, Prudellia one 
Morning comes into my Bed-Chamber, I having 


juſt got up, and on her entering the Room, I per- 


ceived a melancholy Face, bedew'd with Tears: I 
was greatly ſurpriſed, not in the leaſt dreaming of 
what had happened, and. aſked her what was the 
Reaſon of thoſe Tears. She made me no Anſwer, 
but immediately gave me a Letter, the Contents of 
which I found entirely related to me; aſferting, 
that! had another Wite alive; and had at that Ti ans 

made 
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made my Efcape out of the Fleet. Priſon (both of 
which were too true); with ſundry other Invectives 
againſt me; which I found was ſent to her Father 
* the aforeſaid Gentleman. e 

I muſt confeſs this Letter put me in a great Con- 
fuſion; and how, or in what manner to act, I 
was at a Loſs, but determined however to deny it; 
at the ſame Time aſſuring Prudellia *twas all a 
Falſity; and that I did not doubt but to be able 
1n a ſhort Time to convince her of the Impoſition, 
Ibis pacified her for the preſent; and, with ſome 
few Kiſſes, I ſoon dried up her Tears. She further 
informed me, that her Father purpoſed to tell me of it 
at Dinner; at which Jime he opened the Affair to 
me, much cooler than I imagined he would. He 
told me he had ſent Word to my Aunt about 
it, and hoped 1 would not take it amiſs, if he de- 
fired my Abſence from his Houſe, till 1 could clear 
this Point to his Satisfaction; at the ſame Time re- 
preſenting to me (that ſhould this be a Fact) it was 
an unpardonable Crime, and ſuch an Impoſition both 
upon him, and my Aunt, that ought never to be 
forgiven (and really he was fo far right, for my 
Aunt has never forgiven me ſince.) Upon this J 
took my Leave of Prudellia and her Father, under 
a Pretence of going to my Aunt's ; but I was too 
well convinced of her Uprightneſs, that I was cer- 
tain to meet with no Encouragement there ; and 
therefore was determined not to wait the Event of 
it, as I well knew it would not terminate in my 
. Favour, fo concluded in myſelf to make 0p Way 

towards London, 

The firſt Place I ſtopped any Time: at in my 
Road thither was Hull, and where I tarryed near a 
Fortnight, keeping the beſt of Company the Place 
afforded, which .chiefly conſiſts of Merchants, ſome 


of whom are very eee it Kew. a great 
Hg Place. „ 
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During the Time I continued here, I frequented 

all publick Diverſions the Town afforded, and which 

by my gay Appearance, I had eaſy Acceſs to. I had 

| alſo the Honour to be taken Notice of by moſt of 
the principal People in the Town; but finding no- 
thing turn up to my Advantage, | "determined to be 
gone; but the next Thing in Queſtion was how I 
ſhould clear my Debts in Town, having, by my 
gay Living, run through all my Money; at, laſt [ 
refolved to apply myſelf to a Merchant in that Town, 
with whom 1 had contracted ſome ſmall Acquaint- 
ance, for a Supply to carry me to London. I had 
no ſooner mentioned the Affair to him, but he readily 
aſſiſted me with fifry Pounds, which was the Sum I 
aſked him for. 

With this freſh Recruit I payed my Debts, and 
ſet forward on my Journey towards London, deter- 
mining my next Place ſhoudl be at Nottingham, and 
there I purpoſed to tarry a little, and try whether 
Fortune would favour me, but my old Luck at- 
tended me there alſo. Tho! I tarried near a Month 
at that Place, nothing turned up to wy Advan- 
tage. 

1 frequented there Aſſemblies and Piverfions of 

all Kinds, by which Means ! introduced myſelf into 
the genteeleſt Company that was in that Place 
and more eſpecially, it obtained for me frequent 
Opportunities of being with the fair Sex, of which 
that Town affords great Variety; many of whom 1 
might have made my ſelf agreeable to: But I found, | 
on further Enquiry, that it is too much a Faſhion } in 29 
that Place (and eſpecially amongſt the trading Part 1 
thereof) to put the greateſt Part of their Fortunes on 
their Back, and which, I think, is a great Fault in 
their Parents ; z for there are many Tradeſmen in that 
Town, who cannot give one Shilling of Fortune to 
their Daughters, yet at all publick Places you ſhall 
ſee them appear like Women of the firſt Faſhion, 
which 


\ 


ce ET eee ea — ——e _ 
2 r * 


1 48 ] 

which in the End often proves their Ruin. The vain 
Notions of Grandeur they imbibe by ſuch Methods, 
too often makes them fall a Victim to Neceſſity 
and Pride. 
But, as I have before obſerved, finding there was 
nothing to be got by ſtay ing any longer, I ſet for- 
wards to London, and I think I arrived there with 
about four Guineas in my Pocket, and the Horſe 
that my Friend the Merchant had given me, which 
I was determined to fell; and accordingly ſent my 
Servant with him to Smithfield, and he brought me 
Home for it nine Guineas, With this I was deter- 
mined to try my Luck at the Gaming- Table, and if 
I ſucceeded there, my next Trip ſhould be at New. 
Market, it being the Time of October Meeting. 
Accordingly one Evening I went, and there, in 
about two Hours Time, I won about thirty Gui- 
nteas, and came away with it, reſolving Ks next 
Morning, to ſet out for New- Market, for which Pur- 
poſe I hired two Horſes that Evening, and the next 
Day ſet forward, taking my Servant with me. 3 
I had the good Luck to be on the right Side; for 
won, clear of all Expences, above one Hundred 
Pounds, and immediately left the Place, 250 came 
to London. | 

With this freſh Recruit I refolved on going over 
to Dublin, thinking ſomething very poflibly might 
there turn out to my Advantage, and enable me ro 
clear myſelf in the World, and if it would ſo happen, 
would then endeavour to do ſomething where- 
by I might get an honeſt Livelihood ; for I believe 
no Man was ever more tired of this Way of living, 
than myſelf: But what could I do? It was impoſ- 
fible for me to ſettle to do any Buſineſs, till I had 
by ſome Means cleared my Debts, which how to 
accompliſh drove me almoſt to my Wits End. In 
ſhort, the Anxieties of Mind that! laboured under, 
made 
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made Life to me rather a Burthen, than a Pleaſure ; 


which induc'd me often to Nee 
Due mea Conditio cui tam keg oh lex eft, 
Fatorum, ut fit Mors vivera, Vita mori. 


Some Time was ſpent/ in preparing proper Ne- 
ceſſaries to equip me for this Dublin Trip; which 
when I had accompliſhed, I made the beſt of my 
Way to Park-Gate, where I and my Servant em- 
barked on Board a Veſſel bound to Dublin, where 
I arrived ſafe after about forty Hours Paſſage. 
The Maſter of the Veſſel recommended me to a 
Tavern in that Place, till I could get my Things 
aſhore, and provide myſelf with better Recommen- 
dations. After I had refreſhed myſelf a little from the 
Fatigues of the Sea, being the whole Paſſage ex- 
treamly ſick, I began ſeriouſly to conſider how, or 
in what manner I ſhould proceed, in order to make 
myſelf popular, and to be taken ſome Notice of. 
However, I was determined to take upon me the 
Man of Faſhion, as being well convinced there was 
no Game ſo ſure for me to play at as that; had I 
pleaded Poverty, and put on the Face of Diflreſs 
Quere, whether any would have truſted me a ſingle 
Pint of Beer without the Money firſt ; the other 
Method might very poſſibly produce me ſomething 
to Advantage; at the leaſt, it ſeemed to me much 
more feaſible. : 

But while I was thus almoſt loſt in Thought, 
and yet reſolved in nothing, Ifaw an old Acquaint- 
ance of mine caſually paſs the Window, and with 
whom I had been, about two Years before, very 
intimate in England; I directly ſent my Servant 
after him to let him know a Gentleman deſired to 
ſpeak with him, but not to mention my Name at 
all. He came immediately with my Man to me, 
and after the uſual Compliments were paſſed, we 

6 | began 
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began to inquire more particularly in Regard to 
each others Circumſtances ; and as we were for- 
merly no Strangers to each others Affairs, made us 
the more open at this Time. He ingenuouſly told 
me, that he was drove to great Diftreſs, and ſhould 
be glad to enter into any Scheme that might turn 
to Advantage; and as he was well acquainted in 
the Place, he did not doubt but he could be of 
Service to me. We dined together that Day, and 
after Dinner I deſired of my Friend, and whom 
I'll call Fidelis, to go with my Servant on Board 
of the Veſſel that brought me over, and to get my 
Cloaths aſhore 3 at the ſame Time giving him 
Tome Money to pay for my Paſſage ; as alſo, I 
deſired he would hint as much to the Maſter of 
the Veſlel, that I was a Perſon of Faſhion and For- 
tune; and, as that might very poſſibly be noiſed 
abroad by him, would be of Service to my intend- 
ed Scheme. This he performed faithfully, as he 
did every Thing elſe I intruſted him with, and was 
of great Service to me in that Place. The next 
Thing to be thought on was, ſome genteel Place to 
reſide in, and which he alſo ſoon obtained for me 
in the .genteeleſt Part of Dublin, And, as I have 
before obſerved, I purpoſed to paſs as a Man of 
Faſhion ; *twas neceſſary too that I ſhould make fome 
Figure as ſuch. Accordingly Fidelis (for he then 
paſs'd for my Companion, and as one appointed to 
manage my Affairs, as I being a Stranger to the 
Place) hired me an Equipage at ſo much per Week, 
being to find my own Coachman, which I was not 
long at a Loſs for; Fidelis ſoon getting me one, as 
alſo another Footman, whom | put into very rich 
lac'd- Liveries; I alſo kept a Gentleman out of 
Livery to dreſs me, and three Maid-Servants. 
1 being thus far advanc*d, began to make ſome 
Talk about the City, which by frequenting all pub- 
lick Coffee- Houſes, and Places of Diverſions, _ 
| 9 le 
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ed me into the beſt and genteeleſt Campany of the 
Place; and tho' I can't help ſaying. it is. a great 
Preſumprion in me, yet it 18 no more than Truth, 
when I add, tew People there exceeded me, cither 
in Dreſs, or Grandeur; ſo that in a very ſhort 
Time I began to be ſo popular, that I was not on- 
ly viſited and entertained by moſt of the Gentlemen 
has but alſo courted by Numbers of Tradeſmen 
for my Favours, and they that had the molt of them, 
thought themſelves the moſt happy. Nay, I'll go 
yet further, that had I a Mind to have drawn on 
any. Merchant in England for a Thouſand Pounds, 
I am certain I cou'd have had the Money without 
the leaſt Scruple, from many Gentlemen of Faſhion 
in the Place; and ſo much I'll add in Favour of 
the Iriſþ Gentlemen; that few (if any) of aur 
Countrymen exceed, or equal them either in Point 
of Honour, Generofity, or Hoſpitality. 

I continued in this Splendor for near two Months, 
during which Time I contracted ſeveral large Debts, 
but they were chiefly, nay, I may fay altogether, 
amongſt People of the firſt Rank, (for I do not 
think there were ten Pounds due to all the Tradeſ- 
men in the City when I left it;) and though I had 
borrowed large Sums of Money to ſupport theſe 
Extravagancies, yet I ſpent it in the Place; and 
when I left it, did not bring away with me ſo much 
ready Caſh as I carried thither. I have had, at 
: Cram Entertainments I made, eight or ten Coaches 
waiting at one Time at my Door. This Way of 
Living, joined with that curſed Itch I ſtill ang 
for Gaming, could not be expected long to ſubſiſt, 
and eſpecially from me, who had no Fortune to 
ſupport it; nor really can I tell what Fortune is 
opulent enough to maintain a Gameſter in his un- 
bounded Extravagancies, 

As I have before obſerved, I continued in Dub- 

lin for DER, than two Months, and during that 
. 
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Time nothing turning out to my Advantage, I at 
laſt reſolved to be gone, for fear I ſhould tarry 
there too long. I propoſed this to Fidelis, and he 
alſo agreed to go with me. Accordingly, my own 
Servant whom I brought with me, and Fidelis, packed 
up all my Things very privately (they only being in 
the Secret) and put them on Board the Packet-Boat 
for Holyhead ; in which we all three alſo embarked, . 
and landed ſafe, without the leaſt Suſpicion at the 
Time of our leaving Dublin. 5 
As ſoon as we landed at Holybead, I hired Horſes 
to Cheſter, from which Place we came Poſt to Lon- 
don with all Expedition. I had no ſooner got ſafe 
from one Danger, but I was here in another, not 
daring ever to appear in Publick, for fear of being 
Tetaken by the Warden of the Fleet, I was in 
great Uneaſineſs of Mind about it, and uſed all m 
Endeavours to get it made up; which at length 
accompliſhed, and got a general Releaſe for the 
ſame. This Affair being thus adjuſted, I could now 
appear a little publickly in London, in which Place 
I had never been ſeen by any one that knew me for 
near twelve Months betore.- 8 
Some ſhort Time after this, I took Part of a 
Houſe near Red-Lion-Square, at which Place | liv'd 
very genteely, tho? quite retired, keeping only one 
Man-Servant, and a Chariot, which I hired for a 
_ Conſtancy, or, at leaſt, for the chiefeſt Part of the 
Time ] continued there, which was not above ſeven 
Weeks; during which Time, or for the moſt Part 
thereof, I was obliged to keep my Room, being 
in a very declining State of Health. My Caſh 
running very ſhort, which I had not at all recruited 
during the Time I lived there; for, when I left the 
Lodgings, I do not recollect that I owed ten Pounds 
do all the Tradeſmen. put together, that I had Deal- 
ings with while I was there; it was therefore en- 
tirely on Account of my Health that J left theſe 
Lodgings, 
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Lodgings, and to retrench my Expences, about 
March, 1751, I quitted that Place, and retired 
into the Country, about eighty Miles from Lon- 
don, where I remained till the latter End of May 
following. i 919 

During the Time of my being in the Country, I 
contracted a few Debts ; but as there was nothing 
material in the Nature of contracting them, and as 


they were chiefly amongſt People of Faſhion, and 
not amongſt Tradeſmen, I ſhall paſs them over, 


and conclude this Narrative with an Account of an 


Amour I had with a young Lady, hom accident- | 
ally met with in that Part of the Country where I 


then was. - 3 3 5 
I 1 ſhould, before I proceed further, acquaint you, 


that, during the Time I was in the Country, I 


chiefly reſided near one Place, and lived very re- 
tired, though genteel, neither playing the Spend- 
thrift nor the Mifer, and aſſociated myſelf with 
none but the beſt of Company. It would not be 
amiſs, I hope, if I here make a few ſhort Remarks 
relating to myſelf. I am well convinced I have 
been very publickly accuſed of herding, or aſſocia- 
ting myſelf with the moſt notorious Sharpers in 


Town: Excluſive of Mr. P——, I declare, that 


I never kept Company, or correſponded, either in 


publick or private, with any Man that I knew 


| bore the leaſt Stain in Point of Character; and tho 
my Neceſſities have drove me to thoſe Things that 


cannot attempt to juſtify, I ever abhorred a bad 


Action, not only in myſelf, but in others alſo ; and 


therefore I always took Care to avoid that Sort of 


Company. For my own Part, I cannot help think- 
ing, It is always Puniſhment enough to any Man of 
Senſe to know he is a Villain. As I before ob- 


ſerved, I endeavoured, as far as laid in my Power, 


to keep the beft of Company, and was alſo well 
reſpected by many Perſons of good Faſhion, near 
| | os _ . 


[ 54 } 
the Place where I reſided. Sometimes I was aſk'd 
to ſtay at one Gentleman's Houſe a Week, at an- 
other's a Fortnight, and ſo on; ſo that I cannot 
ſay but I lived at a tolerable eaſy Expence for the 
greateſt Part of the Time I was there. 

At one of theſe Viſits I firſt had the-Pleaſure of 
bong a Lady, with a ſhort Detail of whom I ſhall 
conclude this Narrative. This Lady I will call 
Amanda : She was about the Age of twenty, gen- 
tee], but not handſome, yet amiable 1 in her Tem- 
per, and well accompliſhed in all her Sex's Vir- 
tues ; her Parents, I found, on Enquiry, were both 
dead, and had left her in the Care of her Aunt, 
with an independent Fortune of about 2000 J. Her 
Place of Reſidence was at her Aunt's Houſe, within 
about ten Miles of London, and only came into this 
Country as a Viſiter to the Gentleman's Lady at 
whoſe Houſe I ſaw her. 

I being very intimate in that Family, had fre- 
quent Acceſs to the Houſe, and conſequently had 
. N enough of being in Amanda's Com- 
any. I had generally the Preference of any other 
at all publick Places, which made me vain enough 
to think I was not diſagreeable to her, and there- 
fore was determined to puſh this Affair further. 
Accordingly, one Evening being alone with her, I 
thought it might then be a good Opportunity to 
addreſs her on the Score of Matrimony, which I 
did, in as genteel a Manner as I was capable of, and 
which was received on her Part, in ſuch a Manner 
as gave me no ſmall Encouragement of Succeſs. 

I was continually, for near a Month after this, at 
the Houſe with her, ſeldom either Night or Day 
away; till, in ſhort, I ſo far ingratiated myſelf 
into Anand) s Favours, that ſhe promiſed me eve- | 
ry Thing I could with Honour aſk her; but as 
I found ſhe was leaving the Country, her Aunt 
| haying ſent for her Home, I would fain have per- 
ſuaded 
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ſuaded her to be married there; but ſhe was reſo- 
lute to the contrary, tho before I parted with her, 
we had appointed a Place to meet at in London, 


and therefore thought it prudent not to go toge- 


ther, for fear of Suſpicion. 


I took my Leave of her two Days before is i in- 


tended to go, and made the beſt of my Way to on- 
don; and as I did not expect to tarry long there, I 


did not think it worth my while to take a private 


Lodging, fo I put my Horſe up at a certain Inn 
in Piccadilly, and for the moſt Part of that Month 
L continued there myſelf; during which Time I had 
frequent Interviews with Amanda; nay, it was ſo 
far gone, that the Day was fix d; and had not a pet- 
ty-fogging Lawyer caſually, one Morning, corne 


into the Inn, and blaſted my Character, I had cer- 


tainly ſucceeded in this important Affair 

But as I was always to be unfortunate, fo it 
proved in this; for a few Days after my quitting 
this Inn, Amanda and 1 had appointed to meet in 
London, but ſomething intervened ſo as to prevent 
my being exact to my Ti ime, and ſhe growing im- 
patient at my Delay, diſpatched the Perſon, at 
whoſe Houſe we uſed to meet, to enquire ſor me at 
my Ian, not knowing I had left it; and as 11] Fortune 
would have it, there all my Schemes were blown, 


which were, by fome Hands, convey'd to Amanda's 
Aunt ; upon which ſhe was ſent out of the Way, 


and I never could find where to hear from her 
fince, 

As ſoon as found this Amir was irretrievably loſt, 
{ retired again into the Country for about a Month; 
and ſince my coming to London, I have Jodged 
chiefly, till this unhappy Accident, near Cavendiſh- 
Atare, reſolving, within mylelt, as ſoon as Spring 
came on, to have gone Abroad, and which ] till 
purpoſe to do, if it pleaſes God to ſpare my Life, 
and give me Streng: h, ſo as to enable me to go 


through 
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through theſe ſevere Inflitions, which is a Preceden: 
of the Kind, and ſuch a Sentence as was never ad- 
judg'd to the moſt abandon'd Wretches. 


Ne gaudete, meis nec lett illudite damnis, 
Suez mea ſors hodit eſt, cras fore veſtra poteſt, 


—— 2 "OY . 


